Date 2 June 2008
CSCD/08/196

Productivity Commission
GPO Box 1428

Canberra City

ACT 2601

Dear Mr Fitzgerald,
Inquiry into Paid Maternity, Paternity and Parental Leave

As the Child Safety Commissioner (Victoria), I welcome the Productivity
Commission’s Inquiry into Paid Maternity, Paternity and Parental Leave and look
forward to seeing the results of its work.

Under the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005 (Vic), the Child Safety
Commissioner is charged with the following core functions;

a) to provide advice and recommendations to the Minister about child safety
issues, at the request of the Minister;

b) to promote child friendly and child-safe practices in the Victorian
community;

c) to review and report on the administration of the Working With Children
Check;

d) to monitor Victoria’s out of home care system; and

e) to conduct inquiries into the deaths of children known to the child
protection system and into other matters as referred by the Minister.

The Act also includes a set of guiding principles including the principle that
“society as a whole shares responsibility for promoting the wellbeing and safety
of children.” This inquiry provides a great opportunity for the entire community
to consider how we can contribute to supporting families and advancing the best
interests of children. No doubt, many proposals will be considered by your
inquiry. I do not intend in this submission to include a detailed proposal but
rather seek to encourage you to;

e adopt as your guiding principle the best interest of the child; and

e ensure that all forms of parenting are included in any recommendations
you develop, including foster and kinship care.

Further, as the Child Safety Commissioner has a specific function in relation to
advocating for children in out of home care, I have focused my comments on
those vulnerable children who do not live with their biological families.
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